
WSDOT Research 
Management

Our goal is to further develop the research program 
to be more strategic and representative of a one DOT 
approach – to ensure that our research dollars also 
support agency priorities and direction – and to serve as 
a clearinghouse for all of WSDOT’s research activities. 

CONSTRUCTION & MATERIALS • TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT • ENVIRONMENT • DESIGN & SAFETY

BRIDGES & STRUCTURES • SECURITY • MAINTENANCE • MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION

Leni Oman
omanl@wsdot.wa.gov

Director of Transportation Research
Washington Department of Transportation
310 Maple Park Avenue SE
PO Box 47372 
Olympia, WA  98504-7370

360-705-7974
360-705-6911 FAX

or visit the WSDOT Research website at: 
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Research/

For more information on Transportation Research in Washington contact:

Research Partners

Washington Transportation Center

In 1983, WSDOT, the University of Washington and the Washington State University formed a partnership that established the 
Washington Transportation Center (TRAC).  TRAC provides a link among the government, university researchers, and the private 
sector.  TRAC acts as a liaison, connecting those who need applied research at WSDOT with those best suited to conduct it at the 
universities.  The WSDOT Research Director is the Executive Director of TRAC.  Each university has a TRAC Director that works with 
the Executive Director.

Transportation Northwest (TransNow)

TransNow is one of ten regional research centers of the National Transportation Centers Program.  A consortium of six universities 
from four northwest states cooperates in this coordinated research and educational effort.  The University of Washington is the lead of 
the consortium. TransNow is interested in research and educational programs that fall under the theme of “Operations Management 
and Planning.” Sub-areas include traffic operations, transit operations, and intermodal or other-modal operations.  The WSDOT 
Research Director is a member of the TransNow Board of Directors.

Transportation Research Board

The Transportation Research Board (TRB) is a division of the National Research Council, which serves as an independent adviser 
to the federal government and others on scientific and technical questions of national importance. The mission of the Transportation 
Research Board is to promote innovation and progress in transportation through research.  The WSDOT Research Director serves as 
the TRB State Representative and acts as a liaison to represent interests of WSDOT.

AASHTO Standing Committee on Research and Research Advisory Committee

The AASHTO Standing Committee on Research (SCOR) provides oversight to the transportation research community and develops 
research priorities for the National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP).  The Research Advisory Committee (RAC) 
iA
addition, RAC facilitates surveys that support research and provides a link between Research Directors.  The WSDOT Research 
Director serves on the RAC.
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WSDOT Research Projects

Project Selection

The research project selection process has been updated.  The 
agency will identify research needs and problem statements 
through seminars sponsored by the four Research Advisory 
Committees.  The seminars will include participation by agency 
employees and university professors.  The Research Executive 
Committee will identify goals.  The research needs and 
problem statements will be prioritized by the Research Advisory 
Committees.  The Research Executive Committee will approve a 
fi nal list of problem statements.  Once priority research needs are 
identifi ed, the Research Offi ce and technical staff will work with 
principal investigators to develop the research scope of work.

Other Research ProgramsWSDOT Research Offi ce

The WSDOT Research Offi ce organizes, manages, and 
disseminates the results of research conducted within the 
Department.  It coordinates the process for identifying, selecting, 
and managing research projects funded through the Federal State 
Planning and Research Program. It helps develop and manage 
research funded by other agency programs or by legislative 
direction.  The Research Offi ce is a small team responsible for 
statewide efforts and includes:

• One Director

• Five Project Managers

• One Offi ce Assistant

• One Librarian

The WSDOT Library supports staff, consultants and contractors 
by fi nding information on a topic, developing search strategies, 
conducting literature searches, locating facts and statistics, 
identifying information sources and obtaining articles and books 
through inter-library borrowing.

The Research Executive Committee 
(REC)

The WSDOT Research Offi ce has long been guided by the 
Research Executive Committee, a consultative oversight group for 
all of WSDOT’s research.  Its purpose is to set the strategic direction 
for the solicitation of project proposals.  

The Research Executive Committee:

• Defi nes research goals that are the basis for project selection

• Establishes the Research Advisory Committees

• Approves the funded research program

• Reviews key research fi ndings

• Evaluates and fi nalizes recommendations to implement 
research fi ndings 

REC members are:

• John Conrad, Assistant Secretary, Engineering and Regional 
Operations Division

• Charlie Howard, Director, Strategic Planning and Programming

• Don Nelson, Director, Environmental and Engineering Programs

• Gummada Murthy, Director, Maintenance and Operations 
Programs

• John Sibold, Director, Aviation Division

• Don Senn, Regional Administrator, North Central Region

• Don Wagner, Regional Administrator, Southwest Region

Research Advisory Committees (RAC)

Four Research Advisory Committees have recently been 
established to promote understanding of agency research needs, 
clarify priorities, and advance results, where applicable.  The four 
committees and committee Chairs are:
 
• Project Delivery - Don Nelson, Director, Environmental and 

Engineering Programs

• Operations - Gummada Murthy, Director, Maintenance and 
Operations Programs

• Multimodal Transportation - John Sibold, Director, Aviation 
Division

• Information and Finance - Charlie Howard, Director, Strategic 
Planning and Programming

Each committee is comprised of nine to twelve members.  The 
RACs are chaired by members of the Research Executive 
Committee and staffed by the Research Offi ce.  The RACs will:

• Provide input into the creation of research problem 
statements 

• Prioritize research needs to address critical agency issues 
and align research projects with the strategic direction of the 
agency

• Recommend to the Research Executive Committee research 
projects to be funded 

• Recommend WSDOT technical monitors for the selected 
projects

• Receive reports and presentations on research results, 
discuss the recommendations for implementation, and make 
recommendations on funding for implementation 

• Provide input for WSDOT participation in national research 
(i.e., TRB Technical Committee membership, NCHRP and 
TCRP problem statement submittal and ranking, NCHRP 
panel nominations)

Research Project Management

Each research project receiving funding from the WSDOT 
Research Offi ce is assigned a Principal Investigator, Technical 
Monitor and Research Project Manager.  

Principal Investigator

The Principal Investigator is a university professor, a consultant, 
or agency employee 
with expertise in 
the subject area 
to be studied.  
The Principal 
Investigator 
manages the day-
to-day activity of the 
research project.  

Technical Monitor

Technical Monitors 
are WSDOT staff 
with technical 
knowledge of the 
research subject.  
The Technical 
Monitor ensures that 
the research project 
addresses WSDOT 
business needs.  

Research Project Manager

The Research Project Manager is a staff person in the Research 
Offi ce and is responsible for managing the research project 
process and ensuring that project milestones are reached in a 
timely fashion.

The research needs gathered through this process will provide 
information to support submissions to: National Cooperative 
Highway Research Program (NCHRP), Transit Cooperative 
Research Program (TCRP), Transportation Pooled Fund Program, 
Federal earmark requests, Innovations Deserving Exploratory 
Analysis (IDEA), and other funding opportunities.

Even Year

September Research seminars to identify research needs and 
problem statements

October Research Context and Needs papers updated

October Research Executive Committee sets goals

November Research Advisory Committees meet and prioritize 
research needs and problem statements

December Research Executive Committee approves fi nal 
project list

Odd Year

January Principal Investigator selected and 
project scope developed

End of legislative session Establish project contracts

The Research Offi ce is developing documents describing Research 
Context and Needs by subject area.  The documents are intended to 
provide a better understanding of the breadth and depth of research 
needed by WSDOT.  These papers will be updated annually and are 
available at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Research/researchneeds.htm. 
Papers are currently developed on the following topics:

• Geotechnical
• Pavements
• Design and Safety
• Environmental
• Bridges and 

Structures
• Congestion
• Freight
• Transit
• Washington State 

Ferries
• Intelligent Transportation Systems
• Security
• Aviation
• Maintenance
• Planning

Understanding our Research Needs


